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RANK THESE TEXTS BY LEXICAL RICHNESS

ONE

" The road out of East London to the north gradually rises from the coast to grassy hills, and then descends again to the valley of the Buffalo River, about sixty kilometres from East London. Only whites live in King William's Town itself, of course. Woods, in his white Mercedes, drove through the black township, a few kilometres from the centre of the town, on his way to the address Dr Ramphele had given him. The houses were small and miserable, but the surrounding hills, covered with acacia trees, were beautiful. Woods drove on, surprised that he was meeting a banned person at an address in the white town. He found the quiet, wide street with trees on both sides. The address was an old church, with small trees around it, and bits of broken fence. Woods parked across the street and stared at it for a moment. He noticed two security policemen under a tree not far away. They were obviously Biko's 'minders' and Woods smiled and waved at them. Biko needed watching, Woods believed, because he aimed to create separate black organizations, which Woods thought dangerous. "

TWO

" The Canadian Down Syndrome Society is right to be concerned about a proposal that all pregnant women be routinely tested to determine whether the fetuses they're carrying have Down syndrome. The Society of Obstetricians and Gynecologists of Canada no doubt has the best of intentions in recommending the program, and even the Down Syndrome Society has no problem with expectant mothers getting all the information they need to make decisions about their pregnancy. The key word, however, is 'all.' The society fears - and with reason - that doctors are far too quick to highlight the burdens of raising a child with Down syndrome without ever acknowledging the joys and rewards that such children can bring to a family. Doctors, the society says, never fail to mention the heart problems and premature dementia that can come with Down syndrome, but often ignore other, more positive, aspects of the condition. What's also often left out are the positive prognoses. Most children with Down syndrome go on to live full and fulfilling lives."

THREE

"IAN: Well, if not, just have to struggle on, won't we? 
CINDY: No we won't Ian, one way or another, we're gonna get some help. 
ROBBIE: Told you the dog would be back. 
IAN: No one's gonna hurt ya this time, I swear it. 
ROBBIE: Dog came back. 
ALAN: Yeah, I can see. 
ROBBIE: So, what do you want to do now? 
ALAN: Give him back again. 
ROBBIE: We can't do that, Alan! 
ALAN: Why do you think he runs away in the first place? 
ROBBIE: Because his owner kicks him around--that's why. 
ALAN: What do ya mean? 
ROBBIE: Well, look at his back. 
ALAN: I never noticed these before.."
FOUR

" Another option to save the African elephant would be an exclusive marketing scheme in which ivory was traded. The core of such a system would have to be an agreement between exporting countries who are committed to managing their herds at sustainable levels and importing countries who were both willing and able to enforce import controls requiring them to accept ivory from approved exporting countries alone. Ivory could be taken for registration to a single point of export controlled and supervised by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). The CITES center would accept ivory only from states deemed to have met strict conservation criteria. Once exported, ivory samples would be randomly tested at regular intervals to determine their place of origin. Ivory from anywhere other than approved states would be confiscated and the importing nation fined in the first instance, and suspended from the scheme in the case of repeated offenses. This scheme might start small initially, and later be expanded if successful. Such expansion could be implemented by a resolution within the CITES framework. One problem is that actual enforcement of such schemes is by no means automatic. Considerations like the corruption or powerlessness of officials, ignorance, and apathy must be fully addressed in the program's implementation for them to be successful."

FIVE

"My name is Dr Frederick Treves. I am a doctor at the London Hospital. One day in 1884, I saw a picture in the window of a shop near the hospital. I stopped in front of the shop and looked at the picture. At first I felt interested, then I felt angry, then afraid. It was a horrible, ugly picture. There was a man in the picture, but he did not look like you and me. He did not look like a man. He looked like an elephant. I read the writing under the picture. It said, 'Come in and see the Elephant Man. 2 pence.' I opened the door and went in. There was a man in the shop. He was a dirty man in an old coat with a cigarette in his mouth. 'What do you want?' he asked. 'I'd like to see the elephant man, please,' I said."

SIX
" The key to understanding Lord Black, who is set to go on trial next March, is that for him business has never been more than the means to an end. It was a lesson he absorbed as a boy from his wealthy and cynical father, who taught him that greed, arrogance and unscrupulousness were the way of the world. At the same time, the precocious young Conrad learned from his passion for history that real heroes were permitted to flout rules designed by the mediocre to shackle them. Mr Bower portrays Lady Black as every bit as much of a chancer as the husband over whom she still exerts a powerful hold, both sexual and intellectual. Marrying for the fourth time at the age of 51, the haughty, but always insecure, Ms Amiel believed she had married a man of unlimited means. Given free rein to an extravagance she admitted “has no bounds”, Lady Black encouraged her husband to befriend New York's super-rich elite. With their four houses in choice locations, their armies of butlers and the pair of private jets that stood ready to whisk them to the next celebrity party or shopping expedition, they were accepted at their own valuation."

SEVEN

" MORE magazines documenting the ups and, better, the downs of celebrities are sold in Britain than anywhere else, relative to the size of its population. The reasons given for the country’s vast appetite for celebrity vary from the historical (Brits like having a class system and have created a new one on the embers of the old) to the sociological (people no longer know their neighbours well enough and so gossip about famous lives instead). The result is benign, most of the time. British celebrity culture is tolerant: ethnic minorities and homosexuals feature prominently. And it is democratic: no discernible talent is needed to enter the aristocracy of celebrity. Not this week, though, when the unpleasant, even racist, treatment of Shilpa Shetty, an Indian actress, on Celebrity Big Brother, a reality-television show, has been at the top of news bulletins. The format of the programme resembles a performance at the Circus Maximus, though with the lions given the week off. The contestants live together in a house fitted out with cameras. The winner is the last one left in, after some have walked out in dismay and others have been voted off by viewers."
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A. DEVELOPMENT: WHAT'S NEW ON LEXTUTOR?

1. How do we get from a Toy-Set finding to Compleat corpus-based learning?

(Graded corpus, List_learn, ID-Word,)

2. What comes after the General Service List as a frequency framework?


(VP-BNC, 14k Test, Freqtrain)

3. Why do we need Full Familization?


(Familizer, Concordance, Technical lists)

4. How can I edit texts to a frequency level?


(VPs)

5. How can I tell which words from a frequency zone are not in my syllabus?


VP-Negative

6. Isn't there a problem with homographs in the whole frequency approach?


Text_Concordance

7. Can I input my outputs? 

(Eg: Hypertext => Multiconc; Text_Lex_Compare => VP)

8. Can Lextutor get past single-word frequency lists?


(N-gram, Compleat lister)

9. How does randomicity work on Lextutor?


(Compleat randomizer, Multiconc, Cloze)

10. How can I give Lextutor products to students if I don't have a server?


Savers - Cloze, Cloze_VP, Hypertext 

11. Why does Lextutor still use frames?


Group_Lex

12. What are the most used Lextutor routines?


Who uses them?

13. When will Lextutor go commercial?


Word Coach

14. Why is Lextutor black?

B. RESEARCH: WHAT QUESTIONS CAN BE ANSWERED WITH LEXTUTOR?

1. Do ESL learners use multi-word units?


Problem; Finding; Ref; Tool - N-Gram

2. Does vocab level predict (academic success; reading level; success in TESL program)?


Problem; Finding; Ref; Tool - VP.

3. Can frequency level awareness be trained?


Problem; Finding; Ref; Tool - Freq_train

4. Can learners become aware of the quality of contexts?


Problem; Finding; Ref; Tool - Group Lex

5. Can multi-contextual learning be mimicked by concordancing?

Problem; Finding; Tools - List_Learn, Multiconc

6. Can a NS reading tutor/partner be realized electronically?

Problem; Finding; Tool - Resource-Assisted Reading

7. Can reading alone build an adequate L2 lexicon?

Problem; Finding; Ref - LLT; Tool - Range_Corpus

8. Can my course materials help learners build lexicons?


Problem; Finding; Ref; Tool Range_Texts

9. Do L2 learners learn words in (rough) order of frequency?


Problem; Finding; Tool - Size Test

10. How many hits to learn a word?
Problem; Finding; Tool - Size Test, Correlation, Freq Lister
11. Which contexts are the best word teachers?
C. PEDAGOGY: LEXTUTOR FOR ADVANCED ESL/NATIVE SPEAKER LITERACY

1. How can I match advanced readers to advanced texts?


Typical profiles, Size Test 

2. How can I get learners to dig out the new vocab in a text?


Group Lex

3. How can I get learners to read texts they find difficult?


Resource-Assisted reading

4. How can I build text-related teaching and testing activities?


Randomizer, Clozes


5. How can I help my medical (commerce, chemistry…) students domain-specific lexis?


Familizer, VP-Classic

6. How can my learners monitor their own writing development?

Learners VP their own writing

7.  What tasks can I give to very advanced learner or analytic learners? 

Learner-as-linguist activities with concordancer or range

Eg speech-writing differences: hypothesis, test, write-up

Eg what are main collocates of X and rank-order
8. What feedback will help my Ss with writing errors?

Embedded concordance feedback
