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CHAPTER 7

Word Parts and Word Chunks

Review CH 1


But now with how-to-teach

TWO CHAPTER THEMES


1. Rule-based vs. example-based teaching



A.k.a data-driven learning



A.k.a item learning


2. Teaching grammar + lexis



vs. teaching lexicon-grammar

Review

Parts


Affixation

Compounding

Conversion

Chunks


Multiword Units (MWIs)


Phrasal verbs




Idioms





Collocation





Each with its Typical Errors`

Ss provide one new one for each type

How to respond to these errors?

Two ways:

1. Teach learners rules
2. Expose learners to lots of examples
Ss predict Pro’s and Contra’s of each

1. Rules 

Basic procedure: Isolate and highlight the pattern

Various degrees of explicitness


But notice they all lead to a rule (generalization)


See p. 107-108

(SCAN TWO EXAMPLES)
Problem with rules approach


Scope of rule is impossible to define

Un-, dis, in-, non- can express negation IN GENERAL

But  for any word IN PARTICULAR


Unsatisfied = dissatisfied = insatisfied = nonsatified?

This is mainly a problem for production

Less a problem for reception?
You read 

I am dissatisfied with your work

You know satisfied
You know that dis- = negative

So you can work out the meaning

But even in reception rule-fixation can pose problems

- I am doing research

- Why? Couldn’t you find it the first time?

And the biggest problem is…


Ss provide answer (implied p. 109, top)

2. What is the alternative to rule-based approaches?

On a continuum with rule-based at one end, 

At the other end is item-based learning


E.g., dissatisfied is simply learned as another word



Without reference to dis- + satisfy + -ed

Pro item-based


Mimics L1 acquisition



(Is this good?)


Rides on what learners want to do anyway



Learn languages as pieces, put it together gradually





Auto-constructivism



Despite their teachers and their rules


Out-of-book example



Connectionist research in past-tense acquisition

Contra item-based


Requires enormous amounts of exposure



More than is really possible


Rules form prematurely



And often with errors

Between over-general rules (ineffective, tend to block use of context)




and 
over-specific items (slow, tend toward fossilization)…

 Is there a middle way?

RULES <<<<<(---------------  ?  ------------(>>>>> ITEMS 

YES!

Item/example/data-driven based learning + consciousness raising
Present learners with many raw examples of patterns

But make sure the patterns is present 

And help them notice the pattern


Notice = learn a rule for the pattern?



No! Notice = get a feel for the pattern 




(or, patterns in general)

Example: In discussion, when word crops up


Sokmen, innate?



The ability to play the piano is not innate.

What are some things the prefix in- can mean?



Not



Inside



Which is it here?


What other words do we know that have –nat- in them



Native, nation, natural



What do these have in common?



So what does innate mean?



Does it fit the context (not given)?

Example: in text


Find and underlines instances of these patterns in a text:



Compounds, 

MWI’s, 

Neg prefixes, 

Derivations


According to the type of text


Let’s do one type of text as if we were students: p. 173 



Or the legal text on p. 100



And corresponding worksheet on p. 111



What is the focus of each part of the worksheet?




Can you make a worksheet like this?




Great project idea

In both, we are not teaching rules Ss can apply, 

…we are helping Ss get in the habit of noticing patterns


Plentiful examples + assisted noticing 

=

The Lexical Approach

Where corpus is often key in 


identifying what is worth teaching



the actual patterns in use (e.g., would)


supplying the examples

revealing the pattern

Where MWIs or chunks are seen as crucial to acquisition


Not peripheral

And where grammar is seen as emerging from lexis and MWIs


Rather than as the bus with lexis along for the ride

Hand-outs

Two Cobb reviews, Gaskell & Cobb (2005)

