THORNBURY Ch 1

WHAT IS A WORD?

We are always expanding our lexicons. Name the most recent word you learned and briefly the circumstances.

Name three ways the text on p. 1 remind us of the lexical challenge of L2 learners. 

1. Totally unfamiliar

2. Familiar but used in unfamiliar ways

3. Concepts not in L1
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Find example for each.

How many words?

I like looking for bits and pieces like old second-hand record players and doing them up to look like new.

Grammatical / function words v. content words

Affixation is one of the ways new words are formed from old.

Closed sets v. open set

What are Word Families?

Family verb play:

Inflexion or derivative?

plays 

played

playing

player

playful


play (noun)

LEXTUTOR DEMO: VP (for function words, families)

Ways of forming new words from old.


affixation


compounding



noun + noun




matchbox, classroom



noun + verb +er 

screensaver, record player


blending 




infotainment


conversion




The tsunami impacted a dozen nations.


clipping




dorm, flu

Think of others…

In the following text, indicate words formed by affixation, compounds, conversion, and clipping. 

affixation
 compounding conversion 
clipping  - OTHERS

The Mechanic at Victory Auto feels great, a real firm sense of accomplishment: he just ripped somebody off. Poor old lady, charged her a grand for a new carburetor when all she needed was an oil change. Schmuck, thinks The Mechanic. He raps his skeleton ring on the blue Formica counter top and rubs his baldhead, then stares into the computer screen and grins. 
     The Mechanic only grins at the computer screen, never at the customer. The computer runs the cash register. Happy customers feel nervous around The Mechanic. They should. They're happy. Happy, kind people those are the easiest to rip off. Other customers, the shrewder, half-empty sort, they don't smile or exchange pleasantries with The Mechanic. No. They're more concerned with the tattoo on his forearm. It's a crappy red heart tattoo with the name Yoko inked in black across the center and an arrow shot through, but not an arrow from Cupid, an Indian warrior's arrow. And these customers, they think, what a schmuck. They know The Mechanic doesn't love Yoko, the woman whose name he has tattooed across his forearm. He never did, not even the night he made her. That night she asked him in the basement if he liked boom boom. "Boom. Boom. Boom," said The Mechanic.
MWUs/lexemes

Expressions

Vary according to how fixed and how idiomatic (define)



Out of the blue:  
fixed + idiomatic



Bits and pieces:
fixed, less idiomatic 

Sentence frames:


It’s amazing how…


Did you notice that…


Phrasal verbs



Verb + adverb:
turn round



Verb = prep:

look up, look into, look after


Separable: 
lay off workers / lay workers off / lay off them*/lay them off

Inseparable:
look into the matter/look into it/

*look the matter into/*look it into


How many MWUs/lexemes?

1. I like looking for bits and pieces like old second-hand record players and doing them up to look like new. 

2. Communicative competence is not just a matter of knowing rules for the composition of sentences. It is much more a matter of knowing a stock of partially pre-assembled patterns, formulaic frameworks, and a kit of rules, so to speak, and being able to apply the rules to make whatever adjustments are necessary according to contextual demands. Communicative competence in this view is essentially a matter of adaptation, and rules are not generative but regulative and subservient. – Widdowson, 1989: 135

Collocation

Levels of Grouping


Tight: compounds


Less tight: MWIs/lexemes

Less less tight: phrasal verbs

Still less tight (less frozen): collocations


Not tight enough to form a single word

But greater than random chance that words will appear together





Torrential rainfall: 
100%





(world) record:
 70% 





she said

 
>10%




CORPUS Demo



N-Gram DEMO

SAMPLE TEXT: Underline the collocations (any lexemes are in italics)

Underline the biggest collocation problems in the following learner text on p. 2.

What is the main problem with collocation for learners?

Lexical relations with big implications for learners:

Homonyms


Form =, spelling =, meaning not 
(Well, shed, bat, left)

Homophones


Sound =, spelling not, meaning not 
(allowed, aloud)

Homographs


Spelling =, sound not, meaning not


(windy day, windy road)


Polysemes


e.g., Fair


This is fair, her skin is fair, the weather is fair

Unequal meaning, but related underlying meaning?
Synonyms


Old = aged?

Similar meanings, but not similar collocation



Old car, aged wine



Not = pragmatic values



Sweating = perspiring?


Antonyms



Different kinds of oppositeness:

Old car -> new car



Old woman –> young woman



Old girlfriend – new girlfriend or young girlfriend re context

Hyponyms and superordinates (or, class and example/kind)


A hammer (h) is a kind of tool (s)


A kiwi is a type of fruit

NOT to be confused with ‘a part of’

Lexical fields


Words in a thematic relationship


In terms of continuum of tightness above,

Less tightly connected than collocation


Text p.10 has two lexical fields or themes: 

a.Christmas and b. cold weather


FIND ANOTHER

Variety


North American, British, Australian

Style


Written, spoken

Register


Academic, technical

Connotation


Famous v. notorious


Equal meaning, but one negative and one positive

LIN 2236, TEST 1

Lexical relations

What is the relationship between all the words in the following groups?
Example


Group 0. ___All homographs_________________

a. read articulate axes bow desert
Group 1.  _________________________________

a. fast well better worse

b. run jump slide hide

Group 2.  _________________________________

a. craze crazy craziness crazed

b. excite excited exciting excitement

Group 3. _________________________________

a. mean nasty cruel

b. rise  ascend  go up

Group 4.  _________________________________

a. delightful disgusting

b. hopeful desperate

c. rise fall

Group 5. _________________________________

a. car truck jeep bus

b. dachshund schnauzer terrier Chihuahua

Group 6. _________________________________

a. bank pick high watch pot

Group 7. _________________________________

a. score stick puck skate shoot

b. log axe saw fir pine timber

Group 8. _________________________________

a. slim skinny

b. bright glaring

c. colourful gaudy

Lexical relations 2

In the text below find examples of the following:

1. pair of synonyms

________________________________________________________________________________________________2. pair of antonyms

________________________________________________________________________________________________3. pair of co-hyponyms

________________________________________________________________________________________________4. a hyponym and its subordinate term

________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. three words belonging to the same lexical field (and give field a name)

Name_____________________Ex____________________________________________________________________
6. three more words belonging to another lexical field (and give field a name)

Name_____________________Ex____________________________________________________________________

7. two words derived from the same root 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. a word formed by conversion

________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. a word formed by clipping

________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. a word formed by affixation

__________________________________________________________________

9. a phrasal verb

__________________________________________________________________

10. two members of the same family (content words only)

________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. three multi-word-units


________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Dave's waiting to cross the road, shuffling from one foot to the other in his impatience, when the woman next to him suddenly puts her hand on his arm. 
     
'Excuse me,' she says. 'I really am terribly sorry to trouble you, but I think I'm going to cry.' 

She does cry, both in the street and in the ladies of the small cafe he takes her to. As he waits for her, he spoons the froth from the top of his hot cappuccino and see-saws the sugar in the little paper envelope, as he tries not to listen to the wailing coming from the toilet. She can't have known how thin the walls are. Behind the counter, the blonde waitress stares at him in open contempt, banging cups down hard on the metal counter every time he looks in her direction. 
    
The woman smiles at him, though, when she finally emerges. Apart from a slight red bruising under her eyes, you wouldn't have been able to tell what she's been doing. Her mouth is a reddish slash and he's surprisingly moved to see a lipstick smudge on her front tooth. 
     
'Your coffee's probably cold,' he says. He wants to ask whether she's all right, what has gone wrong but it seems too intimate. And probably, more truthfully, he doesn't want to be caught in the middle of something he suspects might be messy. 
 
'You must think I'm mad,' she says, no longer crying. 'I can't really blame you. I've never really done anything like this before.' 
 
'Well, I can't say it happens to me often,' Dave says, pulling out his wallet from his jeans pocket, 'but if you're feeling better I'd better get on.' 

'Please let me get this. It's the least I can do.' He takes note of her gold watch, Rayban sunglasses, expensively tailored black jacket and decides that yes, the act of buying him a cheap cup of coffee is a pretty small gesture of gratitude.
Briefly explain each of these dimensions of lexical variation:

Variety

Style

Register

Connotation

.

